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 [1] It is not uncommon these days for people to struggle to describe what they do for a 

living. The reality is that many have carved out ‘slash’ careers, simultaneously creating 

multiple income streams from different jobs. These individuals are nicknamed ‘slashers’, a 

word coined by an American author to describe people with mixed professional identities 

who use forward slashes in their job titles. Hybrid careers are on the rise and the slasher 

culture has infiltrated every industry. But what exactly has driven these career jugglers to 

deviate from the traditional linear career path? 

 

 

[2] The standard question ‘what do you want to do when you grow up?’ would have 

elicited very interesting response from the millennials, were they to know about their future 

career choices. Slash careers are becoming more mainstream with Generation Y, and their 

multi-passionate tendencies may have contributed to the situation. To many of them, thinking 

about focusing on one career for the rest of their lives can bring on a wave of anxiety and 

they consider their cocktail of vocations essential to their well-being. Having multiple jobs 

gives them variety and keeps their ennui in check. These individuals feel the need to keep 

challenging themselves, even when they have to stretch themselves thin the process. While 

the day job pays the bills, the freelance gigs provide them with a creative outlet where they 

can express their individuality and fulfil the emotional or spiritual needs. This feeling is best 

described by a slasher, Amy Lipkin, who said in an interview that building her second career 

was like ‘putting air in a tyre that had gone flat’. 

 

 

[3] Even though many people choose to take up more than one job based on their 

passions and because they seek fulfilment, others have gone down the same path out of 

necessity. They are simply looking for alternative ways to generate more income to cover 

their living expenses.  Research has shown that many millennials are struggling with saving 

money. They have higher incidences of being late with their mortgage payments and 

overdrawing their checking accounts. By adopting a slash career, they are able to supplement 

the income from their day job. However, not all slashers have developed parallel careers with 

money on their minds. More often than not, something that started out as a hobby just 

naturally turned into a side business. A musician who teachers herself coding during off 

hours may find herself picking up freelance coding work one day, whilst a taxi driver who 

decides to complete a fitness training course to improve his health may eventually find 

himself giving fitness lessons in his gym. A new skill someone learns may just open up a new 

career path and become an additional source of income over time. 



 

 

[4] Millennials have travelled more than any previous generation and have been exposed to 

numerous life and career choices and various opportunities by the omnipresent social media. 

Many people will consider virtual work when looking to add another slash career and they 

are not wrong. The Internet has made it much easier to manage more than one career. You 

can research any topic of your choice, attend virtual training sessions, collaborate with other 

people all over the world and even start a side business, all without leaving the comfort of 

your own home. Modern technology enables everyone to access information and conduct 

their business anywhere and anytime they want. Blogger, Vlogger, eBay store owner and 

social media influencer (a.k.a. key opinion leader or KOL) are some of the most popular 

supplementary job choices. Unequivocally, the Internet has provided an invaluable 

instrument for people to turn their passions into career opportunities, which they could never 

have done in the past. 

 

 

[5] One of the arguments for building a single, coherent career is that it brings job 

stability. Ironically, with the fast-changing economy and unpredictable employment market, 

this traditional approach may be counterproductive. People can be made redundant at a 

moment’s notice and find themselves unemployed overnight. With multiple sources of 

income, losing a job is not as severe a blow to a slasher, because they still have one or more 

side jobs keeping them afloat. They do not need to rush out to hunt for a full-time permanent 

role, but should they choose to, they may make a more desirable candidate to potential 

employers because of their broader skill set and larger professional network. Multi-faceted 

employees are becoming more valuable to companies. Arguably, not focusing all your energy 

on one career can help you achieve job stability these days. 

 

[6] We are living in a time when people expect their job to not only fulfil their financial 

needs but also reflect their values. Slashing has become a widespread phenomenon and its 

benefits will continue to outweigh the drawbacks for the foreseeable future. It is a social 

revolution that is quietly underway, reshaping the economy and changing the way we look at 

our careers. 


