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Caritas Tuen Mun Marden Foundation Secondary School 
2019-2020 S.1 Liberal Studies 

Class Assessment - Newspaper Clippings (7)  

Name:            (   )      Class: _____   Group: __LS____ 

Date: ________________________________                      Grade: ________  

Please read the following newspaper article carefully and answer the questions on the back page.  

Employment to take a hit 

The unemployment rate could rise to 5 percent, Secretary for Labour and Welfare Law Chi-kwong said as 
he expects more shops to close after the Lunar New Year holiday. 

Speaking on a radio program yesterday, Law expressed concern that the unemployment rate could rise to 
4-5 percent. However, he added that the unemployment rate before the outbreak of SARS in 2003 was 5 
percent, compared with the current rate from October to December last year at 3.3 percent, the highest 
since March 2017.   

Despite his concerns, Law said the most important thing is the prevention of the novel coronavirus from 
spreading further in Hong Kong.  The unemployment rate for consumption and tourism-related sectors, 
including retail, accommodation, dining services, were at 5.2 percent - the highest in three years.  Most 
packaged tours amid the viral outbreak were canceled and more travel agencies are expected to close 
down after Lunar New Year. 

The vice-chairman of Hong Kong Travel Agent Owners Association, Wong Chi-wai, said ever since the 
outbreak of Wuhan pneumonia, the tourism sector has experienced "a very cold winter."  Wong said 
some travel agencies have already closed down and it is expected a wave of closures will occur within a 
short time.  He said the tourism industry would likely revive in the second half of 2020 at the earliest.  
Hong Kong Tourism Board earlier revealed the number of visitors to the city last year dropped 14.2 
percent to 55.9 million. 

Law added that the previous relief measures announced by Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor 
earlier this month, including a gradual raising of the number of statutory holidays from 12 days to 17 for 
blue-collar workers, had chances close to zero of reaching their goals within the current government term. 

Yet Law said he is confident that the legislation on the timetable of implementation can be completed.  
As for working hours guidelines, Law said it is not easy to reach a consensus with 11 industries. This may 
mean it will not roll out by this year, but Law hopes it can be partially implemented across some 
industries after discussion. 

 
 
 

Sources: Adapted from The Standard (29 January 2020) 
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What: 
(Hint: What are the 

main controversies 

and concepts of LS 

mentioned in the 

news above?) 

                              

                                          

                      

                                

When: 
(Hint: In what time 

did the above news 

break out?) 

                    

                   

                    

Where: 
(Hint: In what 

place did the above 

news take place?) 

                   

                   

                    

Who: 
(Hint: What kinds 

of people were 

involved in the 

above news?) 

                   

                   

                    

Why: 
(Hint: Why did 

people have 

concern for the 

issue?) 

                   

                   

                   

                                

Reflection  
(30-50 words): 
(Hint: What are 

your feelings/ 

opinions towards 

the news above? 

Do you have any 

suggestions / 

solutions to solve 

the problem or 

situation mentioned 

above?) 

                    

                   

                   

                        

                        

                        

                       

                                

 


