
Consider the following sources and answer the questions. 
 
Source A: Adapted from a report by the United Nations University (UNU) and the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

Table 1: Distribution of global e-waste in 2016 

Indicator Africa Americas  Asia Europe Oceania 

Countries in region 53 35 49 40 13 

Population in region (millions) 1,200 1,000 4,400 700 40 

Waste generated (kg per inhabitant) 1.9 11.6 4.2 16.6 17.3 

Indication waste generated (Mt) 2.2  11.3 18.2 12.3 0.7 

Documented to be collected and recycled (Mt) 0.004  1.9 2.7 4.3 0.04 

Collection Rate (in region) 0% 17% 15% 35% 6% 

 
Table 2: Global e-waste generated 

Year Total (Mt) 

2014 41.8 

2016 44.7 

2018 48.5 

 
(Source: United Nations University (UNU) and International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

 
 
(a) Based on Source A, elaborate on TWO conclusions about the e-waste statistics of the United 

Nations University and the International Telecommunication Union. (4 marks) 
 
  



Suggested Marking Guidelines Marks 
The candidate:  
l  identifies and clearly elaborates on two conclusions about the e-waste statistics of the United Nations 

University and the International Telecommunication Union as shown in Table A1 in Source A. 
Possible conclusions, e.g. 

 
n Developed countries are the major export countries of e-waste. With reference to Table 1 in 

Source A, it reveals that in 2016, the five main continents produced a total of 44.7 million tonnes 
of e-waste, among which 11.3 million tonnes were produced in the Americas, accounting for 
25%, 18.2 million tonnes were produced in Asia, accounting for 40% and 12.3 million tonnes 
were produced in Europe, accounting for 28%. These three continents produced 94% of the total 
amount of e-waste. 

n The total amount of global e-waste keeps on increasing. Table 2 in Source A depicts that the 
world produced a total amount of 41.8 million tonnes of e-waste in 2014, and the amount kept 
on increasing with every year. In 2016, the amount of e-waste increased to 44.7 million tonnes 
and further to 48.5 million tonnes in 2018. That is to say, the total amount of e-waste increased 
by 6.7 million tonnes in four years, representing a percentage increase of 16%. 

 
l  makes appropriate and full use of the sources 

4 

l attempts to elaborate on two conclusions from the sources, but does not explain fully or clearly; or 
identifies and clearly elaborates on only one conclusion; applies relevant knowledge and skills, but 
the elaboration might lack detail in parts 

l  makes use of some points of relevance in the sources, but not comprehensively 

2 – 3 

l  attempts to state one conclusion; or describes briefly some of the figures, but some of the description 
may not be correct; or one of the conclusions identified is irrelevant; or points out one/two conclusions 
but is/are not totally correct and makes no attempt to elaborate with reference to the sources; 

l  uses the sources in a limited manner or sometimes inappropriately, e.g. showing discrepancies 
between the conclusions and the sources 

1 

l makes no attempt to answer the question 
l gives an answer which is not relevant to the question 0 

 


