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Reading Comprehension: The Hammer and Nail Lesson 

 

 

During English lesson, Ivan’s teacher, Miss Chan, recommended a 
meaningful story book to the class.  The children read one of the stories 
about “The Hammer and Nail Lesson”. 

 

Amos was a bad-tempered boy.  And what a temper he had!  He blew his top 
for slightest reason. He threw tantrums whenever he did not get his way.  He 
kicked up a big fuss over little inconveniences.  He behaved like a spoilt child. 

 

One day, his father took him firmly by his arm and said, “Son, this behaviour 
is unacceptable. Let’s try to work out something together.”  His father took 
out a bad of nails and told him that each time he lost his temper, he had to 
go and hammer a nail into the fence behind their house. 

 

By the end of the first day, Amos had driven more than thirty nails into the 
fence.  As days went by, the number of nails gradually dwindled.  Amos 
discovered that it was easier to control his temper than to drive those nails 
into the fence. 

 

Finally, the day came when Amos did not lose his temper at all.  He told his 
father about it.  “Well done, son!”  said the happy man.  He then asked Amos 
to pull a nail out for each day that he could control his temper.  The days 
passed and young Amos was finally able to tell his father that all the nails had 
been taken out. 



 

The father took him by the hand and led him to the fence.  He said, “You have 
done well, Amos, but look at the holes in the fence.  It will never be the same 
again.  Whenever you say things out of anger, you leave scars on people’s 
minds just like the nail marks on the fence.  If you put a knife into a man and 
draw it out, no matter how many times you say “I’m sorry”, the scar will still 
be there.  A verbal wound is as bad as a physical one.  Do you understand?  
Amos nodded. 

 

Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. Who is Miss Chan? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What do we mean when we say that a person “blew his top”? 

________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How do we know that Amos was a spoilt child? Give two pieces of 
evidence to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What did Amos have to do each time he could not control his temper? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Where was the fence? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

6. How many times did Amos get temper by the end of the first day? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
 



7. What tool did Amos use to put nails into the fence? 
________________________________________________________ 
 

8. What did Amos learn? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Which word in paragraph 3 has the opposite meaning of “increased”? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
 

10. What do you do when you are angry?  Do you think it is a good way?  
Why or why not?  (Write your answer in about 50 words)  
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

 


