
S.4 English Language - Comprehension Exercise 
Extended Holiday Assignment (Week 12– 20– 24 April 2020)  
 
Topic: A Woman Who Never Meets Her Fate 
 
A 77-year-old Polish woman Laura has had her life in danger more than a hundred times. She has been 
involved in four plane crashes, seven traffic accidents, falling from heights, sinking boats and other 
kinds of fatal accidents. Not only has she survived all these accidents, but she has also never been 
seriously injured. The worst case cost her only a tooth – in a plane crash. Her experiences are 
inexplicable, even to Polish scientists and fortune tellers. 
 
Laura started her mysterious life when she was two. As a little girl, she fell from her flat on the fifth 
floor. Fortunately, she fell on a pile of cardboard on the first floor and was not injured at all. When she 
was ten, she was hit by her uncle on a bike when she was crossing the road. While she was more than 
fine, her uncle had his ribs broken. She was twelve and one day when a car was about to knock her 
down, the tyre of the car fell off and the car ran off the course. Laura also has twelve experiences of 
falling from heights. Once as she was watching the children play on her balcony, the balcony suddenly 
shattered. She was there when the chandelier in Warsaw Theatre dropped and hurt the audience. Her 
list also includes two train crashes, a gas explosion, a yacht sinking and thefts. Strangely enough, she 
was never hurt seriously despite her extraordinary experiences. Only once was she injured. It was a 
plane crash and she was one of three passengers who survived. While the other two had to spend 
months in hospital, she just lost a tooth.  
 
The unbelievable number of accidents itself is astonishing. Yet, the fact that she managed to survive 
them without a serious wound found to her body is even more incredible. No one can give a scientific 
explanation of her fate. Some people believe that Laura herself is evil because wherever she is, there 
are accidents. Others believe that she is protected by angels so that she is safe from harm any time she 
encounters an accident.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Answer the following based on information given in the passage. 
1. When we say something is ‘inexplicable’(line 5), it is  
A. easy to understand. 
B. hard to understand. 
C. easy to explain. 
D. hard to explain.             □ 
 
Decide which of the following are True or False, or if the information is Not Given in the passage. 
Put a tick in ONE box only for each statement. 

  True False Not Given 
2. Laura has never been sent to hospital.  □ □ □ 
3. Scientists cannot explain Laura’s 

experiences. 
 

□ 
 

□ 
 

□ 
4. Laura has fallen from heights ten times 

only. 
 

□ 
 

□ 
 

□ 
5. Laura experienced an accident in a 

theatre. 
 

□ 
 

□ 
 

□ 
6.  Laura is still alive. □ □ □ 
 

7. Laura’s story is featured in the passage because  
A. she has had many more accidents than other people. 
B. she has the strongest body in the world. 
C. she is protected by angels. 
D. of her luck in surviving many dangerous accidents.      □ 
 
8. In the first paragraph, the writer uses ‘fatal’ to describe those accidents Laura has been involved 

in because  
A. those accidents are not too dangerous. 
B. those accidents can kill. 
C. those accidents are not avoidable. 
D. those accidents can be prevented.          □ 
 
9. In the last paragraph, which word has the same meaning as ‘unbelievable’? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Do you agree with the writer that Laura’s experiences are unbelievable? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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